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Scenes from 
the first day of 
school at East 
Elementary, 
where the 
43rd AG BN 
(Reception) and 
31st Engineer 
BN volunteered 
to help get 
students to their 
classrooms. The 
43rd AG BN and 
31st Engineer BN 
serve as Partners 
in Education to 
East Elementary.

The Waynesville R-VI School District received the Employer 
and Support “Above and Beyond” Award at the Missouri 
Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve’s Annual Awards 
Dinner in St. Louis on Friday, Aug. 9.

Waynesville R-VI students in grades K-12 who 
participate in after-school activities, including tutoring, 
robotics, coding, sports, clubs, organizations, Club Tiger 
and WIN* will receive a free Super Snack after school 
during the 2019-20 school year.

“This almost sounds too good to be true, but it is 
true,” said Dr. Chris Berger, assistant superintendent of 
operational services. “Our families who have children 
participating in after-school activities are going to benefit 
greatly, as the average family spends $740 per child on 
afternoon snacks each year.”

Super snacks will be provided through funds from the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Food and Nutrition 
Child and Adult Food Care Program. OPAA!, which 
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“Our catchphrase is Waynesville R-VI School District is 
where the orange and black unite with the red, white and blue 
and it’s an honor to have one of our employees nominate us for 
this award,” said Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent. “While we 
don’t know which employee nominated us, we are grateful for 
all of our employees who have served and continue to serve our 
nation.”

Waynesville Mayor Luge Hardman, The City of Waynesville, 
City of St. Robert, Pulaski County Sheriff’s Department and 
Marla McGowen received awards as well. The following 
Pulaski County businesses also were recognized: Bow & Barrel 
Sportsman Center, Mercy, United Shield Life Insurance, Phelps 
Health and Fort Wood Hotels.

“This was a statewide event and our community was well-
represented,” said Henry, who serves as the Missouri State 
Commissioner for the Military Interstate Children’s Compact 
Commission, a national commission dedicated to easing 
transitional issues in schools for children and families of 
military communities. “This ‘Above and Beyond’ award further 
recognizes our close union with individuals who serve our 
nation through the military, whether it’s National Guard, the 
Reserves or active duty.”

provides food services for the district, 
will prepare the super snacks as well.

To qualify, a district must be located 
in an attendance zone where at least 
50% of the students are eligible for free 
or reduced meals and provide regularly 
scheduled educational or enrichment 
activities after school in a supervised 
setting.

“I cannot over stress the importance 
of our families completing the free and 
reduced meal forms each year,” Berger 
said. “Not only do we provide free 
breakfast for our students at nearly all 
of our schools, but now we also will 
be able to offer free super snacks to 
all after-school participants no matter 
the building, even if the individual building does not meet the 
necessary percentage for free breakfast.”

All Waynesville R-VI schools offer free breakfast for all 
students before school except Thayer and Waynesville High 
School, where not a high enough percentage of students qualify 
for free and reduced meals.

“Some families may be hesitant to fill out the forms, even 
though their children qualify; however, I want to assure all 
families that we are discreet,” Berger said. “Everyone uses their 
school ID in the lunch line, so no one knows who is receiving 
free and reduced lunches.”

In addition to helping provide food, a high percentage of 
students receiving free and reduced meals helps the district 
receive more state funds and be eligible for more grants.

“The district’s free and reduced percentage is used as a metric 
for various grants and provides the district with weighted 
funding in the state’s formula,” Berger said. “We need all 
families to complete and turn in the free and reduced forms. 
It’s critical so that we can continue our ongoing free breakfast 
program and continue our new super snack program after this 
first year.”

Each super snack includes a fruit, vegetable, grain, protein 
and dairy serving. At the elementary school, a super snack 
might include yogurt, whole grain snack crackers, apple slices, 
carrots and a milk. At the middle and high school levels, a super 
snack might include a ham wrap (ham, cheese and a tortilla), 
apple, carrots, whole grain snack crackers and milk.

“We will be serving lunch earlier at our high school this 
year and so it is especially important that we provide this 
opportunity for our students who are involved in after-school 
activities to have access to free, nutritious food,” Berger said.

Waynesville R-VI Board of Education recommended the 
district pursue qualification for the Child and Adult Food 
Care Program and Faith Dunn, maintenance and food services 
specialist, coordinated the district’s grant application. In 
addition to the grant for food, the district received $3,000 to 
purchase equipment for the program.

*What I Need Now is a free after-school program at Waynesville 
Middle School and Waynesville High School, which is in session 
Monday-Thursday for grades 7-12.

Free snacks
Continued from page 1

Waynesville School of Practical Nursing has kicked of 
a new year with 34 students. The students have entered 
into an 11-month program that will prepare them to sit 
for the Missouri State test to become a LPN. This adult 
education program is offered through the Waynesville 
Career Center. 

Individuals representing Pulaski County at the Missouri 
Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve’s Annual 
Awards Dinner

Award Continued from page 1



East Elementary won the Spirit 
Award during the lip sync 
competition at Convocation on 
Aug. 7 with their rendition of 
“The Greatest Showman.” All 
schools and the Transportation 
Department participated in the 
competition at Waynesville High 
School. Waynesville R-VI Board of 
Education members served as the 
judges for the competition.

Convocation 2019-20

Waynesville R-VI School District staff kicked off the start of the 2019-20 school year with Convocation on Aug. 7 at 
Waynesville High School featuring a keynote address by (left) Dr. Margie Vandeven, Missouri State Commissioner of 
Education. Olga McFadden, the Waynesville R-VI Teacher of the Year, (center) delivered a message to all staff as well. Col. Eric 
Towns, Fort Leonard Wood’s Garrison Commander, shared words of welcome and emphasized the value that soldiers place 
on education and the important role school staff members play in the lives of their families. 



Convocation 2019-20

School Board President Paul Shultz (left) shared a story about how a 
Waynesville R-VI teacher had an important impact in his life. Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent, (right) celebrated the district’s academic success.

Scenes from the lip sync competition at 
Convocation.



Convocation 2019-20
New 
staff 

New teachers, paraprofessionals and other staff 
members joined the Waynesville R-VI team at the start of 
the 2019-20 school year. They include:

WOOD ELEMENTARY

Caitlin Albrecht, Gina Lemus, Cleo Martella, Jenna McCann; 
back row, Erica Ramirez and Charly Wilhelm. Not pictured: 
Tiffani Brooks Fredia Johnson Allyson Lemery

EAST ELEMENTARY

Samantha Boeh, Dawn Clift, Raquel DeSouza, Sarah 
Griffith, Susan Harris, Amanda Wilbanks; back row, 
Barbara Hunt, Shelby Taylor, Sarah Tribuzio and Jennifer 
Walker. Not pictured: John Pritchard

WAYNESVILLE MIDDLE SCHOOL

Shannon Alsayyed, Samantha Anthony, Alison Bowman, 
Zoe Gorski, Joe Kincaid; second row, Haley Powers, Tyler 
Shalbot, Danielle Stevenson, Ryan Weber; back row, 
Vanessa Whittle, Dawn Woods, Jessica Carrasco and 
Lashanda McColister. Not pictured: Tammie Black, Maison 
Bovard, Ross Ferguson, Mairi Funk, Charles Hammack, 
Gina Ray and Angela Rougely-Garcia

WAYNESVILLE HIGH SCHOOL

Tate Brand, Willow Derbidge, Nathan Gargus, Carrie 
Walden; second row, Sarah Luttrell, Dana Olson, Megan 
Pimentel and Terry Lambert, back row, Sean Kelley and 
Alison Bowman. Not pictured: Ridge Burrell, Nicole 
Fleischmann, Christina Karns and Marty Lewis.



WILLIAMS EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER

Becca Nowakowski, Jasmin Rodriquez and 
Ashleigh Carr. Not pictured: Jenna Miller and 
Mickalah York

PARTRIDGE ELEMENTARY

Angela Dau, Tameka Podwoski and Khadisia 
Persaun. Not pictured: Yessenia Armenta, 
Jessica Bertoni, Jasmin Holzer and Lizenia 
Nieves

PINEY RIDGE

Kristine Sherrer
FREEDOM ELEMENTARY

Naaman Burns, Michelle Grubaugh, Alexandra Jarvis, 
Miranda Kilthau; back row, Rhiannon Moore and Jennifer 
Whealton. Not pictured: Rachel Graves, Vanessa Hill, 
Susan Jorgensen, Steven Sisson, Diane Walker and April 
Workman

SIXTH GRADE CENTER

Michael Dalangin and Lyndsey 
Jackson. Not pictured: 
Samantha Allen, Lacey Davis, 
Michael Johnson-Gonzalez, 
Natalie Manier and Daniel 
Wehner

TRANSPORTATION

Not pictured: 
Sandra Axenov, 
Amanda Bates, Dee 
Brown, Breanne 
Garcia, Bill Grier, 
Maurice Marks, 
Jennifer Monge, 
Amonii Rencher, 
Dawnette Roberts, 
Richard Roloson, 
Connie Sheppard, 
Alexandra Smith 
and Delisha 
Williams.

WAYNESVILLE CAREER CENTER

Not pictured: Chase Den Dekker and Marty Helms

Convocation 2019-20

The Waynesville JROTC 
Color Guard, WHS 
Choir, JROTC Drill Team, 
WHS cheerleaders and 
band performed during 
Convocation.
 



30years

25years

20years

Convocation 2019-20
During Convocation -- the district’s annual opening ceremony for staff -- Waynesville R-VI School District employees were 
recognized for milestone years of service as follows:

40years

CLASSIFIED
Edna Roberts

CLASSIFIED
Faith Dunn

CERTIFIED:  Mark Finger, Joy Jacobson, LeAnne 
Kristek, Mike Rawlings and Maxine Thompson

CLASSIFIED: Rosanne Benzel, Nancy Crawford
Jimmie Vogt and Teresa Williams

CERTIFIED
Jonellie Chavis, Adrian Ciugudean, Lori Crabtree, 
Robert Crabtree, Jennifer Crewse, Arthena Dye,
Connie Feighery, Kathryn Gan, Richard Jeter, 
Sheryl Lamme, Margaret Settle, Carole Shaw, Lisa 
Supancic, Dana Whitham and Cassie Wilson

CLASSIFIED
Tara Crabtree, Jodi Jones



Since its founding, the Waynesville R-VI Foundation has 
given more than $80,000 in grants and scholarships and the 
Foundation has raised in excess of a quarter of a million dollars.

During Convocation on Tuesday, Aug. 7, Foundation 
President Jann Dye awarded 14 new grants for the 2019-20 year 
as follows:

At Williams Early Childhood Center: 
- Manuela Phinn in the amount of $90 for a Microscope 
  Science Kit; 
- Allison Sylvester in the amount of $100 for activities for 
   your peer mentors to use during enrichment activities 
- Angela Smith in the amount of $446 for balance builders to 
   improve gross motor skills
At East Elementary: 
- Barbara Neal in the amount of $500 for Saturday Science 
   labs and experiments 
- Teresa Vogtman in the amount of $239 for Magic Sketch 
   Boogie Boards to assist in writing letters, words, sentences 
   and math fluency
At Freedom Elementary: 
- Kimberly Fuentes in the amount of $275 for the Breakout 
   problem-solving bundle 

Convocation 2019-20

Foundation announces grant recipients
- Corey Straub in the amount of $468 for invention kits to 
   promote coding
At Waynesville Middle School: 
- Sarah Seibert in the amount of $300 for 7th grade teachers 
   to promote the engineering design process 
- Wannetta Moyers in the amount of $50 for the “I Survived” 
   Series
At Waynesville High School:
- Steve Ward in the amount of $250 to promote students 
   learning at their own pace 
- Kymberly Rodriguez in the amount of $250 to reward 
   students for positive behavior
The following grants will also be awarded: 
- Shauna Darley and Simona Moffett in the amount of 
   $150 for purchase of a play and costume materials at   
   Thayer Elementary
- Amy Heberling in the amount of $500 to be used toward a 
   rock wall project at Partridge Elementary 
- Dawn Christian in the amount of $54 for helping students 
   learn to play cooperatively at Wood Elementary
In addition, the Foundation plans to award additional grants 

in January 2020.

Pictured are 
current and 
previous winners 
of Waynesville R-VI 
Foundation grants 
and President 
Jann Dye.

Waynesville R-VI schools have new entry procedures this 
year. Rather than waiting outside, parents will enter into the 
vestibule and then announce their presence to receive assistance 
and/or admittance to their child’s school.

“We want our schools to strike the balance between being 
both welcoming and secure,” said Michele Sumter, director of 
student services. “Since the installation of the secure buzzer 
system at the doors, our parents have asked if we could modify 
the process so that they could get inside out of the rain, cold 
and snow while they are waiting. Our new systems will address 
this concern.”

New entry procedures for Waynesville Schools
At most schools, parents will enter the first set of doors, press 

the silver 2N box to be acknowledged, present their photo ID 
to the camera and state their purpose for their visit.At East and 
Freedom, parents will pilot a program that will allow them 
to scan their KidAccount card and have their child brought 
directly to them. With the modified process, parents at East and 
Freedom will enter the first set of doors, press the silver 2N box 
to be acknowledged and present their photo ID to the camera, 
then they will type their name into the nearby KidAccount 
screen and select the purpose for their visit.

For more info, contact Student Services at 573-842-2092.



Scenes from Meet the Teacher Night at Wood Elementary on Aug. 12. 

Scenes from Meet the Teacher Night at Partridge Elementary on Aug. 12. 

Scenes from Meet the Teacher Night at Thayer Elementary on Aug. 12. 



Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent of the 
Waynesville R-VI School 
District, and Charles 
Quinn, treasurer of the 
Waynesville R-VI Board 
of Education, helped 
kick off the annual Feed 
the Children/Back to 
School Extravaganza 
on Saturday, Aug. 9, at 
the Ark where students 
received school supplies, 
lunch, hair cuts and 
participated in games 
and activities.

The Pulaski County Board of Realtors collected school 
supplies for students in the Waynesville R-VI School District 
during their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, Aug. 8. 
Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, served as the guest speaker 
for the meeting. His update included information about enrollment expectations, the ongoing construction at Waynesville 
Middle School, the district’s performance on statewide assessments and how passing Proposition 1 in April 2017 
continues to make the district eligible to receive $8.5 million annually in federal B-2 Heavily Impacted Aid.

A new rock garden greeted sixth graders as they entered the Waynesville Sixth Grade Center for their first day of school 
of the 2019-20 school year on Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2019. The rocks were painted by students in the Building Beautifiers 
LEAD group last year and will be a project that continues this year. As sixth graders move away from the district, they 
will be able to select one rock as a memento of their time at WSGC.



GO TIGERS!!

“Special Forces Scrimmages”

WHEN: Friday August 16, 2019
 5:00 p.m. Softball Scrimmage
 6:30 p.m. Football Scrimmage
 Softball Pitchers vs. Football Heavy Hitters Home Run Derby following

WHERE: Tiger Stadium, Waynesville High School

ADMISSION: Donation of $3 or more per
 person (no passes allowed)

SOFTBALL PITCHERS
VS.

FOOTBALL HITTERS

The Tiger Athletic Booster Club and the Waynesville High 
School Band Boosters will host Ford’s Drive4 UR School 
at 5 p.m. before “Meet the Tiger” on Thursday, Aug. 22, at 
Waynesville High School’s Tiger Stadium.

In the past, drivers completed paper forms; however, 
this time test drivers will register online. Individuals may 
pre-register for the event by going to https://d4ur.com/#/
pre/6XDQ9.

For each test drive during this event, the boosters will receive 
$20 through Ford Motor Company and up to $6,000 may be 
awarded. Sellers-Sexton Ford Lincoln Mazda in St. Robert 
will have several vehicles on display to test drive and annually 
provides the opportunity to the booster clubs. To test drive a 
vehicle, an individual must be at least 18 years of age and a 
licensed driver.

Meet the Tiger Night, where all fall athletes will be 
introduced, begins at 5:30 p.m. Aug. 22 at Tiger Stadium.

Admission is free to Meet the Tiger.

A “special forces” scrimmage will be held this Friday, Aug. 
16, on the Waynesville High School campus.

The softball scrimmage begins at 5 p.m. and the football 
scrimmage at 6:30 p.m.

Following the football scrimmage, the softball pitchers will 
take on the football players in a homerun derby.

Admission is a $3 donation.

Softball pitchers to take 
on football hitters tonight

Waynesville High School will be selling reserved seating 
(orange seats with chair backs) for the varsity home football 
games again this year.

Reserved seats are $10 for each seat for all varsity home 
football games. This does not include the admission price to get 
into the game. (Staff members are admitted FREE to regular 
season games.) Now through Sept. 6, seats will be sold to 
those who had seats last year and want them again this year. 
Returning reserved seat holders must pay for their seats by 
Sept. 6, or they will be rented on a first-come basis.

Anyone who is not a current reserved seat holder may contact 
the Athletics Office at 573-842-2450 to purchase available 
seats.

Reserved seats at WHS 
football games

Drive4 UR School to be 
held Aug. 22 at WHS

Meet the Tiger Night, where all 
fall athletes will be introduced, 
begins at 5:30 p.m. Aug. 22 at 
Tiger Stadium.



The after-school program 
“What I Need Now” will 
expand to Waynesville 
Middle School and be 
free for students in grades 
6th, 7th and 8th for the 
2019-20 school year, 
thanks to a grant from the 
Army Program in Your 
Neighborhood.  The WIN 
after-school program at 
Waynesville High School 
will be available again this 
year and remain free for the 
upcoming school year.    

The What I Need (WIN) 
afterschool program runs 
Monday-Thursday from 
2:45-5 p.m. and there are 
no registration fees. Parents 
will need to register their 
students for the program 
and students will need 
to sign-in each day that 
they participate. The 
program includes academic 
assistance time, privilege 
time and club time. Students 
who stay after for WIN time 
may ride the activity bus 
home.

Information is available at 
the middle and high school.

The WIN program will 
begin at both the middle 
and high school on Monday, 
Aug.  19.

Free after-school robotics and coding 
clubs will be offered starting this fall at 
Waynesville R-VI Schools through Project 
EDGE, thanks to a DoDEA Grant. 

Robotics will be either recreational or 
competitive and will typically meet two 
to three days each week with increased 
meeting times for competitors as the semester 
continues. Coding clubs are not competitive 
and will typically meet twice each week. 

Parents of Waynesville R-VI students who 
have a child who is interested in joining a 
robotics or coding club, must complete an 
online application. Seating is limited and 
admittance will be granted on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Students in grades 7-12 

Free WIN 
program 
expands 
to 6th-8th 
graders

may ride the after-school activities bus home, 
but parents of students in grades 3-6 will 
need to pick up their students following the 
club meetings.

Registration for Robotics and Coding 
Clubs is open until 3 p.m. Friday, Aug. 23, 
2019.  Registrations will be processed in the 
order they are received.

Use the link below to register:
Robotics: https://forms.gle/

L6EpDtCWkzCATKmV9
Coding: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLSez6luM7W_iSVl4d-iykjKwxe-
QktHPICnBtyRwVYqr3aQ1JQ/viewform

For more info, contact Project EDGE 
Director Tina Rowden at trowden@
waynesville.k12.mo.us.  

Transportation 
Department 
employees 
participated in team-
building exercises 
before the start of 
the school year. 
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